
F ather James Neilson, St. Norbert 

Abbey, will be presiding and 

preaching at our Masses on the first 

weekend of Lent, February 20–21. 

On February 22, 23, and 24, be-

ginning at 7:00 p.m., he will present 

his mission message on the Stations in 

church. Fr. Jim combines his work as 

a lover of art, artist at St. Norbert Col-

lege, and herald of the Good News. 

Those who heard Fr. Jim at Men‟s 

and Women‟s Night out were moved 

by his integration of faith with the 

mysteries of our faith. 

For many, the devotional prayer 

of the Stations of the Cross is forgot-

ten, or perhaps never fully under-

stood. With guidance and motivation 

from Fr. Jim, it is the hope of the par-

ish pastoral team that many will de-

velop  either a re-acquaintance with or 
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T o motivate you and enhance your prayer life, the parish is publishing a Par-

ish Book of Lenten Reflections this Lent.  

The Book of Reflections is being written by members of the parish – men 

and women, families and individuals. Andrea Fassbender, who is coordinating 

the project, took on the challenge at the last CRHP (Christ Renews His Parish) 

meeting. Energized by the spiritual and personal growth she gained from attend-

ing the CRHP experience, Andrea, with the help of Colleen Thompson, accepted 

the challenge to gather sixty reflections from fellow parishioners. “We are reach-

ing out to many ministries in the parish,” Andrea stated.“We have asked CRHP 

participants, school families and personnel, people in Faith Formation, Eucharis-

tic Ministers, and others. When it is done, it will be a reflective journey of a 

cross section of the parish.” The booklets will be available at the beginning of 

Lent and replaces the “Black Books” we are familiar with from previous years. 

Andrea reports that she has found the entire process very rewarding. We urge all 

parishioners to take advantage of this publication during Lent. 
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LENTEN MISSION 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR LENT 

Mark Your Calendar 

 Coffee & Rolls After Mass –  

Feb 7, 21, Mar 7 

 Baptism Class – Jan 28 @ 

7:00 p.m. Fireplace room 

 Eucharistic Adoration – Feb 

4, Mar 4 

 G.I.F.T. – Jan 25 & Mar 27    

@ 6:30 p.m. 

 Anointing of the Sick – Jan 24 

after 10 a.m. Mass  

 Sundaes at Sunday, School 

Open House – Jan 31 after 

10:00 a.m. Mass 

 New Member Registration – 

Feb 2 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 Men & Women‟s Night Out 

w/ Bishop Ricken – Feb 4 

Rock Garden 

 Bread Feast – Feb 8 & 10 

6:00 p.m. Commons 

 Fr. Doerfler End of Life Is-
sues – Mar 11 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Commons 
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MATTHEW’S SOCK DRIVE 

CATHOLICS COME HOME 

T his Lent, the Diocese of 

Green Bay begins a cam-

paign called “Catholics Come 

Home.” It is centered around three 

television commercials inviting 

people back to our Catholic faith. 

The commercials were created in 

conjunction with the Diocese of 

Phoenix, where over 92,000 peo-

ple (about 12% of that diocese) 

returned and now regularly attend 

Mass more than six months later. 

Bishop Ricken stated, “If we con-

servatively estimate that five per-

cent of inactive Catholics in 

Northeastern Wisconsin return to 

their faith after viewing these 

commercials, we may soon find 

an additional 12,500 people wor-

shiping with us.” The commer-

cials can be viewed on the St. 

John‟s website (www.sjbh.org). 

Some interesting facts: 

Z Catholics account for 23% of 

the US population; however, 

only 33 percent of people who 

identify themselves as Catho-

lics attend Mass weekly. 

Z Up to 100,000 baptized Catho-

lics in the U.S. drift away 

from the church every year. 

St. John‟s welcomes returning 

Catholics into our parish family.  

More information about our par-

ish and faith will available for 

them during Lent.   

GIVING TREE 

T hirty nine families had a  

brighter Christmas thanks to 

the generosity of members of St. 

John the Baptist Parish and the 

Giving Tree.  

The Giving Tree project is 

sponsored every Christmas season 

by the Social  Concerns Commit-

tee as part of their community 

outreach.  

Committee members Pat 

Leary and Diane Lockstein over-

see the project and are convinced 

there are only generous people in 

the St. John the Baptist family. 

“We were a little concerned that 

with the poor economy and job 

losses we would have trouble this 

year helping as many as we did,” 

stated Pat Leary. “However,” 

added Diane Lockstein, “our won-

derful parishioners reached out to 

help those in need.” The gifts col-

lected helped families in St. 

John‟s, The Marion House & 

Love Life, St. Vincent DePaul, 

and the Back to School Program. 

“The whole parish is to be com-

mended for this project,” stated 

Lockstein. 

S ervice became a lot more 

meaningful to Matthew 

Weslow this past December. As 

part of his service hours at St. 

John the Baptist School, he organ-

ized a Sock Drive for the New 

Community Shelter. To make his 

vision a reality, he sent requests 

for socks to all the sixth grade stu-

dents. To his neighbors, Matthew 

wrote notes requesting socks for 

the project. According to Barb, 

Matthew‟s mother, one of the 

most marvelous things was the 

response of the neighbors. “The 

results were amazing!” stated 

Barb Weslow. When the project 

was completed, they had over four 

large kitchen bags of socks for the 

homeless shelter. On December 

19 Matthew took his donated 

socks to the New Community 

Shelter and, along with his grand-

mother, served lunch. Matthew 

responded, “I really enjoyed see-

ing the children smile.” His 

mother felt he had not only done a 

good deed, but had learned a great 

deal from the experience. 



introduction to this prayer devo-

tion. 

Fr. Jim‟s sessions are titled, 

“The Stations of the Cross: Halt-

ing Places to Ponder the Passion 

and Death of Christ.” In his sum-

mary he states, “The first believ-

ers in Christ were reluctant to cre-

ate images that overtly depicted 

the cross. For our ancestors in the 

faith, the cross was essentially 

absent from their homes, their rit-

ual gathering spaces, and their 

tombs; it was an image that 

(unlike today) would be an un-

thinkable representation of some-

thing both too shocking and too 

mysterious to visually articulate. 

Whereas the cross is foundational  

(essential) to the theological and 

spiritual foundation of Christian-

ity, it was conspicuously absent in 

the life, art, and architecture of the 

early Church. Images of both 

„traditional‟ and contemporary 

Stations of the Cross will be pre-

sented, revealing the evolution of 

the Christian imagination and the 

belief that Christian art is an irre-

placeable way of understanding 

and expressing deep and abiding 

faith in Christ. 

This presentation will seek out 

resemblances, similarities, and 

overlapping truths between the 

sign and symbol of Christ's pas-

sion and death and contemporary 

Catholicism and culture.” 

On Monday, February 22, Fr. 

Jim will focus on Stations 1–7.  

On Tuesday, February 23, he 

will focus on Stations 8–15.  

On Wednesday, February 24,  

Fr. Jim will focus on the 15th Sta-

tion – the Resurrection.  

Parishioners are encouraged to 

attend the mission and grow 

closer to the Stations of the Cross.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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O n Saturday, February 13, and 

Sunday, Febru-

ary 14, the Steward-

ship Committee will 

have books and mate-

rials from St. Cath-

erine‟s Bookstore  on 

sale in the narthex be-

fore and after all 

Masses. This is the 

weekend that the parish begins its 

annual Stewardship 

of Prayer campaign 

encouraging parish-

ioners to grow in 

their spiritual lives 

during the Lenten 

season. The com-

mittee offered this 

opportunity two 

years ago and was gratified by the 

interest of parishioners. This year 

the committee is focusing on 

books on prayer and different 

forms of prayer for the sale. There 

will also be other materials avail-

able from St. Catherine‟s. Please 

make sure you stop by and look 

over the materials. 

Take a look! 

LENTEN MISSION 

LENTEN BOOK SALE 

The fruit of SILENCE is Prayer, 

the fruit of PRAYER is Faith, 

the fruit of FAITH is Love, 

the fruit of LOVE is Service, 

the fruit of SERVICE is Peace.ò 
ïMother Theresa 

F or me, prayer is an aspiration of the heart, it is a simple glance directed to heaven, it is a cry of 

gratitude and love in the midst of trial as well as joy; finally, it is something great, supernatu-

ral, which expands the soul and unites me to Jesus. 

 – St. Therese of Lisieux 



Ash Wednesday: 

Z Liturgy of the Word @ 6:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. 

Z Mass @ 8:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

Daily Mass:  

Z Tuesdays through Fridays @ 8:30 a.m. 

Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

Z Mondays @ 8:30 a.m. 

Vespers: 

Z Tuesdays @ 6:30 p.m.  

(except Tuesday, February 23) 

Stations of the Cross: 

Z Fridays @ 7:00 p.m. 

Parish Mission Sessions: 

Z February 22–24 @ 7:00 p.m. 
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HELPING HANDS GROWS 

LENTEN SCHEDULE 

S t. John‟s Helping Hands min-

isters make meals, provide 

rides, or both, for parishioners in 

need. Our parish has been en-

riched by the giving spirit of these 

wonderful volunteers. In 2009 the 

Helping Hands ministers provided 

153 rides, meals, and other help, 

up from ninety-five in 2008. 

The families they have served 

have expressed their feelings of 

being blessed to be a part of the 

caring St. John the Baptist com-

munity.  The Helping Hands min-

isters are helping the parish live 

out its mission by being “a visible 

sign of the Risen Jesus.” 

Serving others has its own re-

wards. “I think I get more out of 

providing meals for the families 

than I ever thought I would. I am 

thankful that we have this oppor-

tunity to help out each other, we 

never know when we will be the 

ones needing help,” said Ellen 

Buss, a Helping Hands Volunteer. 

Want to join this growing 

ministry as a volunteer? Need 

help with rides or meals? Call 

Rosanne Mader at 434-3732 or 

Sherry Van Helvoirt at 434-4997.   

Z Womenôs Bible Study: ñWomen After Godôs 

Own Heart.ò  

This study group meets on six Saturdays from 

9:00–10:00 a.m. in the Conference Room. The 

meeting dates are January 30, February 6, 13, 

27, and March 6, 13. Honor Jensen is 

the facilitator. Pre-registration is re-

quired so books may be ordered. 

There is a fee that covers the cost of 

the book. See the bulletin for details. 

Z Bible Study of the Gospel of Luke  

This bible study is led by George Smith. It 

meets on the five Wednesdays in March. The 

meeting dates are March 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31. 

The study sessions are from 6:30–8:00 p.m. in 

the Conference Room. Details will be 

available in February‟s bulletins. 

 

Take advantage of these opportunities to 

grow your faith.  

COMING SOON! ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

  

O, God, when I have food, help me to remember the hungry; 

When I have work, help me to remember the jobless; 

When I have a warm home, help me to remember the homeless, 

When I am without pain, help me to remember those who suffer; 

And remembering, help me to destroy my complacency and bestir my compassion. 

Make me concerned enough to help, by word and deed, those who cry out for what we take for granted. 
–Samuel F. Pugh 



P A G E  5  I S S U E  # 2 9 9  

Together we welcome the fol-

lowing children who join us in 

to our Catholic family: 

 

ZHayden Jay Wainio ï Child of Peter & Michelle 

ZConnor Edward Wesolowski ï Child of Daniel & Andrea 

ZDaniel Leigh Wildenberg ï Child of Walter & Tara 

ZSkylyn Eleanore Baxter ï Child of Patrick & Christy 

ZAlison Jean Fleck ï Child of Freddie & Jeryl 

ZRebecca Catherine Coonen ï Child of Justin & Tracie 

ZHayden Robert Bohn ï Child of Kevin & Melissa 

ZHailey Marie Wilson ï Child of Jesse & Jessica 

ZMaddox Gage Brandon Granius ï Child of Amber 

ZMaden Christopher Longley ï Child of  Jason & Deanna 

ZIsabella Claire Stedl ï Child of Jared & Cara 

ZClaire Gabrielle & Hannah Leigh Weyenberg ï                                     

Children of Shannon & Kari 

ZDominic Vincent Hilker ï Child of Jeremy & Nicole  

BAPTISMS 

Together we pray for those of our 

faith community who have died.  

May they rest in peace 

 

Z Thomas J. Gierczak 

Z Menelta Burkel 

Z James A. Woulf 

Z James M. McGinnity  

Z Thomas Farr 

Z Barb Motiff 

 

Our love and support to their  

families and loved ones. 

REASONS TO PRAY 
Z Prayer is how we spend our time 

forming a close, more perfect rela-

tionship with God. 

Z Prayer opens our hearts, minds 

and souls to God‟s teachings. 

Z Prayer converts us from being 

self-centered to God-centered. 

Z Prayer unites faith communities.  

Z Prayer helps us to cope with the trials and temp-

tations of life. 

Z Prayer helps us to see others‟ sufferings through 

the eyes of God. 

Z Prayer changes people and people change 

things. 

Z Prayer unites families. 

Z Prayer makes us more generous. 

REST IN PEACE 

WHO MAKES THOSE WELCOME CARDS? 

A  warm welcome to new 

parish members at St. 

John‟s is accomplished in sev-

eral ways. During the initial 

meeting Marge Schiffer and 

Ruth Holloway, the Pastoral 

staff, register and greet all new 

members and gives them a 

packet of information about our 

parish.  As part of that initial 

welcome families receive a hand 

made card made by a group of 

students in grades 6–8 from St. 

John the Baptist School. The 

group has been meeting monthly 

for several years under the direc-

tion of Mrs. Fritch. The card mak-

ing group was started to provide 

an additional extracurricular op-

portunity and a way for the stu-

dents to practice their faith by 

extending a personal welcome to 

new members. Cards are themed 

for the particular time of year in 

which they will be used. Parents 

who are active in scrapbooking 

have stepped forward and 

brought supplies and offered 

techniques to make the cards 

more colorful and creative. Mrs. 

Fritsch stated, “The girls are very 

talented at multi-tasking; visiting 

and creating at the same time.” 
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A SUNDAY OF PANCAKES 

O n Sunday, January 10, the 

parish celebrated the many 

ways people work to make St. 

John‟s a wonderful faith commu-

nity. To show appreciation, the 

parish hosted its annual pancake 

breakfast, sponsored by the Pas-

toral Council and the Stewardship 

Committee.   

The Pancake Brothers set up 

two griddles and two cooks so the 

lines went quickly.  The children 

(and several adults) came to eat, 

share fellowship, and catch the 

flying pancakes.   

According to Michelle 

Malone, Stewardship Committee 

chairman, “We served 714 people 

this year. Everyone seemed to 

have a good time and enjoy the 

fellowship. Our committee looks 

forward to this event every year.” 

CHRISTMAS PARADE 

A  great day of Christmas joy! 

On Saturday, December 5, 

people lined the Village of 

Howard's streets to enjoy the an-

nual Howard Suamico Christmas 

parade. The parade‟s theme was 

ñA Treasure Filled Christmas.” St. 

John had three parade entries; 

floats by the Youth Group, the 

Boy Scouts (Pack 4113), and the 

Knights of Columbus. The floats 

proclaimed the good news ï 

ñHere Comes The King”, “Jesus 

is the Greatest Treasure of All,” 

“True Treasure is Family and 

Faith” – to the people of Howard 

throughout the parade route. Free 

hot cocoa and food was enjoyed 

due to donations. Games, 

socializing, and fellowship filled 

the air of the Fish Bowl afterward. 



P A G E  7  I S S U E  # 2 9 9  

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

C atholic Schools–Dividends 

for Life is the theme se-

lected for Catholic Schools Week,  

to be observed from January 31 to 

February 6, 2010. It is the annual 

celebration that focuses attention 

on the good work done by the na-

tion‟s Catholic schools. 

Catholic Schools Week is a 

joint project of the National 

Catholic Educational Association 

and the United States Conference 

of Catholic Bishops. 

When asked how Catholic 

schools provide dividends for life, 

Vicki Moratz, principal at St. 

John‟s stated, "I truly believe St. 

John the Baptist School does 

make a difference. We are proud 

of our academic excellence. More 

importantly, we integrate faith 

into every dimension of our cur-

riculum, philosophy, and commu-

nity life. Nurturing the spiritual 

lives of our students leads to a 

deeper discovery of God–the ulti-

mate source of knowledge, wis-

dom, truth, beauty, and perfection.  

At St. John's, we constantly chal-

lenge our students to go out into 

the world and share their faith and 

knowledge to make the world a 

better place." 

St. John‟s has been committed 

to the day school ministry since 

1888. It is unique in that many of 

the students who attend are sec-

ond and third generation students 

at the school. The consistency of 

the commitment to faith filled 

education makes our parish 

unique. 

SCHOOL CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

O n December 11, student of 

St. John the Baptist school 

performed their annual Christmas 

concert. This was the first year 

under the direction of Ms. Maria 

Fonferek. Participating in this per-

formance were the students from 

grades K-5. The title of the Christ-

mas play was „The Christmas 

Chronicles,‟ in which the students 

were able to musically express 

various songs that retold and cele-

brated the birth of Jesus. In addi-

tion to the K-5 students, St. John‟s 

two bands, under the direction of 

Mr. Steve Johnson; the St. John‟s 

guitar ensemble, under the direc-

tion of Mr. Jerry Pansier; and the 

St John‟s middle school choir, 

under the direction of Mrs. Karen 

Bernsteen, also gave perform-

ances. These performances in-

cluded a variety of Christmas 

pieces. All of the students did a 

wonderful job in presenting and 

retelling the very moving story of 

the birth of Jesus. The concert‟s 

various songs and other musical 

groups led up to the climactic 

grand finale in which the band, 

choir, and elementary students 

performed „Joy to the World‟, „O 

Come All Ye Faithful,‟ and 

„Silent Night‟, as well as Amy 

Grant‟s „The Night Before Christ-

mas‟. 

CHURCHTIME CHRISTMAS  

C hildren in the St. John the 

Baptist Churchtime Program 

celebrated the birth of our Savior 

by retelling the Christmas Story 

on December 20.  

Children dressed as angels, 

shepherds, kings, animals in the 

stable, and the star of Bethlehem. 

Rachel Stumpf and Sam Plumb 

were Mary and Joseph. It was 

beautiful to see the true meaning 

of Christmas celebrated by the 

precious children of our parish. 
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SHARE YOUR FAITH 
“How shall I make a return to the Lord for all the good he has done for me?” 

Psalm 116.12  

Stewardship isn‟t simply about money or finances, or even about time and 

talent. Stewardship is about our grateful response to all of the gifts God has lav-

ishly showered upon us, especially the most precious gift of his son and our 

brother, Jesus, who died that we may live. 

Stewards nurture their relationship with God by having a prayer life. Prayer is 

about building a relationship with God and, in turn, with God‟s people. We can‟t 

hope for our relationships with our family and friends to survive and continue to grow and deepen without 

time, presence, nurturing, and commitment. The same holds true for our relationship with God. We need to 

take time to get to know God, to find God in the people and places of our lives. Prayer is the vehicle to build-

ing that relationship. 

Spending time alone with God on a regular basis helps us to better understand God‟s life and grace work-

ing in our lives. So often we think of prayer as something formal and separate from the rest of our lives and 

we don‟t realize that there are many ways to pray. Some people spend an hour a day in personal prayer, oth-

ers only a few minutes. Personal prayer does not have to be structured or take a long time. Your personal 

prayer is just that – personal. It is that growing relationship with God that we come together to celebrate each 

Sunday. We come with all of our joys and tears, our questions and our fears, and lay them all down together 

in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

Whether it is in church at Mass or in the chapel before the Blessed Sacrament, in your car at a red light, 

or in your bed at night, prayer can take place anywhere and at anytime. 

Parish Office 

 Phone:  434-2145 

 Fax: 434-5015 

Faith Formation 

 Phone: 434-2417 

School 

 Phone: 434-3822 

 Fax: 434-5016 

Website:  www.sjbh.org 


